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plate of this process into that portion of the soft palate
which is contiguous to the posterior border of the hard
palate, and there joining the corresponding muscle of
the other side, forms the above-mentioned loop. The
portion of this loop lying behind the hard palate is only
formed of the tendons of both muscles, and indeed in
such a manner that they together constitute a broad
aponeurosis, the anterior border of which is firmly
attached to the posterior border of the hard palate.
When now the two tensor palati act simultaneously this
membrane is pulled obliquely, and so forms a continua-
tion of the arch of the hard palate in the direction of
the posterior wall of the pharynx. A horizontal wall of
division is thus to a certain extent created between that
portion of the nose and the cavity of the mouth adjoining
the pharynx, and the most important part of the closure
of the nasal cavity to the current of air effected, only a
proportionately small gap being left between the posterior
wall of the pharynx which lies upon the vertebral column,
and the upper portion of the soft palate now stretched
into a horizontal position. This gap is filled by the
lower portion of the soft palate being drawn into it by
the levator palati muscle. An arch is thus formed up-
wards and backwards, resting against the posterior wall
of the pharynx, the free edge, which touches more lightly,
passing into the pillars of the fauces.

Passavant * was the first to show that this mechanism
is not the sole agent in the closure of the nasal cavity,
but that the posterior wall of the pharynx comes into
contact with the elevated soft palate by means of a
projecting fold against which the soft palate rests. To
understand the cause of this protuberance we must

* G. Passavant, Ueber die Verschliessung des Schlimdes beim
Sprechen (Frankfurt a. M., Sauerlander, 1863), und Virehow's Archiv,
Bd. XLVI., s. 1-31.